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VWHEN I was returned. as your Liner} earl 5 


in the ſpring, by the ſuffrage of near a 


thouſand electors, and a majority of near fix Hun- 
dred, I was flattered with the preference given me; 
but felt no joy in the event, from the Prey of L 


the predicament I then ſtood in. 


I knew: that without the Vicar's Hadid 7 could 
not be eſtabliſhed and, without his countenance, 1 | 
could not have been comfortable in the exerciſe of 
my miniſtry in his pariſh. 5 „ 
It might be thought, by ſome, humbling and mor- 


tifying to be curtailed in the enjoyment of a privilege 


that might have been reaſonably looked for, from ſo 


decided a ſenſe of the majority of the pariſh. 


But, in a pariſh ſo large, it is not to be wondered 
at, that a conſiderable number of perſons, attached 
to their friend, ſhould have an intereſt to eſpouſe like- 

_ wiſe ; and it was natural an Incumbent, who makes 

peace his with, ſhould endeavour to eſtabliſh peace | 
0 een all contending 1 in his pariſh. | 
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Joint- Lecturers on a new election, ſeemed, to the 
Va.icar, the means moſt likely to * the end he , 

| 0 ſought. . 
, The expedient has a — parties criumph- 1 


ant, and conſequently happy. 


1 confeſs myſelf far happier in the joint, than 5 
ſhould have been in @ ſole lectureſhip, whilſt the pa- 
riſhioners were divided and at variance among them. 


ſelves ; the coming amongſt you with general ſanc- 
tion and conſent of all parties, making my new ap- 
ointment. highly gratifying to nm. 


As various circumſtances rendered it inconvenient, 5 
or even impracticable to preach a probation ſermon, it 
ſtruck me as a proper thing, in my firſt addreſs from 
the pulpit, to expreſs to you how well aware I am,s 
that the charge before me is extenſive and, im- 


portant. 

L have, fo far as I ke L might ks propriety 
do it from the pulpit, hinted at the truly liberal and 
reſpectful treatment I have met with from my ſup- 
porters. The ſparing me an humiliating and de- 
grading canvaſs, or perſonal application to ſolicit the 
favour of individuals, and making your election a 
voluntary and unrequeſted act, has laid ine under an 
obligation not to be forgotten. This not only fur- 


niſhes a proof of your liberality and reſpect to my ; 
profeſſional character, as a Clergyman ; but renders - 
my call ſo clear and ſatisfactory, that I am not left to 


| 9 as to the eee of God herein —or heſi- 
1 5 tate, 


Pg 


8 0 N 7 1 1 


i, for a moment, as to the PU of embracing 


the charge it calls me to: and I muſt alſo add, it 


intitles you to my warmeſt acknowledges and af. 1 


fections. 
The Sermon, preceded by theſe re com- 


priſes nothing new or intereſting; yet, as I am not 


conſcious it contains any thing t that can have the leaſt 


- tendency to offend, I am the more willing to comply 
with the ſtrenuous ſolicitation that has been made me 
to print it. My friends, who have borne the whole 


burden, both of expence and trouble, in this buſineſs, 
ſeem to have on this ground a claim, which (as they 


are pleaſed to urge it) I cannot well reſiſt; and, 


therefore, from the ſole motive of gratitude to them, 


I have yielded to their requeſt. 


If any thing is calculated in the garnet to . „ 
diſguſt, it is the frequent uſe of the Vrſt perſon fingu- i 
lar ;—but, as I have on this occaſion put myſelf in 


in the place of a Reſpondent, it_could not be avoided : | 
and as it is the firſt, ſo I hope it will be the laſt time 


I ſhall have occaſion, in your pulpit, to ſay ſo much 
pn ſo unworthy a ſubject as myſelf. „„ 

I hope the pariſhioners of St. Leonard, Shored? teh, 
for whom it was conſtructed as the opening of my 
commiſſion amongſt them, and for whoſe peruſal only 
it is printed, will accept this Sermon as a token of my 


affection and reſpect, and read it with that candour by 


and allowance, a man whoſe name has never appear- 


ed in print before, may be eee e to i 


Rand i in need of, 11 
I earneſtly 1 


* . 8 


3 8 1 that the unanimous voice that | 


| (under God, and the ſanction of thoſe that have au- 


thority amongſt-you) have conſtituted Mr. Ellis and 8 
myſelf Joint-Lecturers of your pariſh, may hence- 


forth be lifted up in prayer for a bleſſing upon our mi- 


niſtry; and that we may be made, through grace, 
faithful witneſſes for our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, 


and inſtruments of furthering your beſt and eternal 
Intereſts. 


Jam, GenTLEMEN, 
With unfeigned gratitude and reſpect, 


Your obliged and affectionate Varant 
in the Goſpel, 


GEORGE PATTRICK. : 


No. 6, W ilderness- 3 Goswell· Street. 
| December 13, 1796- 


MATTHEW, xxvi. 50. 
Mpberefore art thou come? 


ITH 7 kg and trembling, in much weakneſs, 


but with thankfulnels to God, and gratitude 
to this congregation, I ſtand before you this day as a 
| Miniſter. God ſupport me with his powerful hand, 
and cauſe the event to praiſe him for the work that he 


hath wrought ! 


It was natural (on being told, chit after many 
ſeemingly adverſe providences, I was yet to ſtand be- 
fore you in this place as a Lecturer) I ſhould delibe- 

rate as to the manner, and the ſubject of my firſt 

addreſling you. 5 
The words of the text firſt F themſelves to 


my mind, without conſidering their connection. But 


when I recollected, and found they were the words 

of Jeſus Chriſt to Judas the traitor, on coming to be- 
tray his maſter with a kiſs—my heart recoiled at the 
idea, and I was for laying them aſide, with the ſpirit | 
of an Haziel, © Is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould” 


need 
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need ſuch an inquiry as this ?—But I conſidered the 


thing again, and am perſuaded, that though we do 
not like to be addreſſed and treated as traitors by other 
people, it is very ſalutary for a man to ſuſpect and 


ſearch himſelf; both as to the views with which he 
makes any profeſſion of religion at all, or engages 


in any particular miniſtrations of it. 
And every church or congregation exhibits its wif. 


dom, in a jealous ſcrutiny, as to the authority aud the 


motives, of every meſſenger that comes with tidings | 
to it; © becauſe * many falſe prophets are gone into the 
world,” and Judas ſtill lurks in many of our breaſts, 


under the coverture of diſcipleſhip with Chriſt, Try 
| you, therefore, the /pirits, whether they be. of God. 


Yea, let a men examine himſelf. And, Lord, help me 
now to take up David's prayer, and ſay, in the pre- 


fence of this great congregation, Search + me, O God ! = 
and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and 
fee if there be any wicked 2 in me, and lead me in Lo 


W8Y everlaſting. 
In the farther proſecution of my ſubject, 1 intend 


to put the words of the text into the mouths of ſeve- 


ral, who have a right to make the inquiry the text 
expreſſes— an inquiry, both as to the warrant and au- 
thority 2th which, and likewiſe the commiſſion or 
errand on which I come. May the Lord enable me to 
anſwer them as in the prefence not of many hearers 


only, but as in the ae of that God who ſearch- 


eth the Heart” ! 


1. „ "3 + P88. cxxxix. 23, 24. 


7 L. Methinks 
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I. Methinks I hear them firſt in the mouth of 


Chriſt. They penetrate my ſoul! They make me 


7 tremble ! They humble me in the duſt ; when I con. 


ſider who and what Judas Iſcariot, the object of this 


inquiry, was A great profeſſor! A ſeleQed friend! 
An aſſociate with the pure and holy Jeſus A power 
ful preacher! A caſter-out of devils! A worker of 
great and many wonderful works by the power of the 
name of Jeſus !—Yea * mine own familiar friend (as 
the character is foretold and drawn by prophetic 
5 David), mine own familiar friend, in whom 1 truſted, 
which did eat of my bread, bath 5 _ * heel 
7 againſt Mes 5 
It is awful, very awful, r knowledge, inti- 


macy, ſeeming nearneſs, and familiarity with Chriſt, 
to fall from all this at nes into the extreme 


depths of miſery and darkneſs! i! 
low it was that Judas fell, is not my. ſubject for 
7 to-day: 1 ſhall only ſay that love of money, love of 
eaſe, love of the world, and love of pleaſure, led 
to the betraying Chriſt, Take es O myſoul ! to 
Z thou Pandet, leſt thou fall. 

But the queſtion ſtill ſounds in my ears and the 


mouth of Jeſus Chriſt, Wherefore art thou come ? 


Art thou come to betray me? I dare return none 
but Ezekiel's + anſwer in the m—__ of. wy W 


2 Lord, thou knaweſt.”? 


However, the queſtion fil preis for rigs And, 
firſt, as to the authority and warrant by which I 


come; 3 "Ih: truſt 15 may : anſwer the inquiring Jeſus, 


Sb rn. xli. 9¹˙5 a 5 B * Ezck, xxx vii. 2. 
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V Becauſe thou, Lord, didſt call:”—« akin owe ; 
have neither aſked this thing of God or man ; 
e and chat have ſaid in my foul, before thee, with 


0 e far more cauſe than Moſes, © O my Lord Tam 
ll © not eloquent, I am of uncircumtiſed+, (or, with 


( Iſaiah, of) unclean} Hps:—thou knoweſt, that I 
1 * have adopted Jeremiah's language, Ah 5, Lord 
„ God, behold I cannot ſpeak, for I am a child.” But 
© yet thou calledſt me with a voice ſo powerful, 
| „ and overruled with a hand fo victorious, as to 
bear down all obſtacles, both within me, and. 
E | © withou? me, and haſt ſet an open door before me.“ 
4 Lord, grant me then the /gns || following, that thou 
haſt ſent me, viz. a A ſealed with power 0 
4 the conſciences of men l. 
EReſpecting what I am to do: I am not come to 
vow faithfulneſs, like Peter; but to pray for it, as a 
poor, weak, unſtable creature, that knows he can- 
not ſtand: a moment longer than thou ſhalt uphold 
him—to implore that grace by which alone he can 
be kept from bates thee 1055 thirty. oe: of 
: pak 5 
2. As to the work "PS r commiſſion is 
0 ee ¶ the Goſpel to every creature; to feed thy : 
| ous ; to bear + thy name among Gentile ſinners : 
Thou haſt faid unto thy prophets, If 7hou it take 
farth the . from the Oy thou mm be as * e 
-Mouth | | | 
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* Exod: iv. 10. + Exod. vi. 3. t Toa. vi. 72 4 
6 Jer, i. 6. I Mark, xvi. 20. Mark, xvi. 15. | 
we John, xxi, 16, : Tt Acts, ix. Ig» en, tt Jer. xv. 19. 


63 1 
Thou T haſt 3reathed on ry di iciptes, and Jail u unto 
1 Whoſe /ſoever ſins ye remit, they are A a 3 
 whboſeſcever fins ye retain, they are retained: ; 
Thou haſt given to them the miniſtry of N | 
tion committed to them the word thereof, and made 
- them ambaſſadors for thee, to diſtant, vile, ee 
ſinners, to bring them home to God. 
Lord, who is ſufficient for theſe things? 1 dare 
not ſay, I come thus to do tby will, O God l- but 1 
come praying for the needed and the promiſed 
grace; thou haſt ſaid, © My grace + is ſufficient for 
thee; ?—<Lo!Iamft with you e to * 1 of 
the world. 1 a 
II. But the inquiry is dab to be expplted. | 
from the mouth of men: and, firſt, from the mi- 
niſters of this church; to whom I would anſwer— 
Beſides the call of Providence, already ſtated, I. 


come with epiſcopal authority and licence, grounded 


on the warrant, confirmation, and approbation of 
the proper paſtor of, and the countenance of his 1 im- 
mediate repreſentative in, this pariſh : - | | 
And I come, reverend brethren, to take _ of 
| this miniſtry d, from which the unhappy tubes of : 
our text by tranſgreſſion 5 
I come to join you in bearing teſtimony to the 
glorious {| Go/pe7 of the bleſſed God: 
To join you in eſpouſing the doctrines maintained 5 
| in the liturgies, articles, and homilies of our excel 


© John, xx. 22, 23. * 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. N 2 Cor. wy * | 
1 Matt. xxviii. 20 $ Acts, i Lk a5. ja Tm ain: | 


2 


25 

lent eſtabliſhment ; and in recommending it to our 
hearers, to contend for that faith, and purſue thoſe 
glorious objects our eſtabliſhment regards: | 

To join you in that office and miniſtration, reſpect- 
ing which we have ſolemnly declared, in the face of 
God and man, that we believe * ourſelves inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and think ourſelves truly 
called, according to the will of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the diſcharge of.“ I come to receive en- 
couragements from your love; example from your 
Zeal and tender care for ſouls; admonition from 
* your + wiſely - framing your lives and the lives of | 
your families according to the doctrine of Chriſt,” 
as far as divine grace has. enabled you, or ſhall ena- 
ble you to diſcharge, and exhibit ſuch evangelical 
diſpoſitions and affections in your own habits, to 
quicken and increaſe the ſame in mine : 
And that we may, as fellow-labourers, uſe holy 
emulation in faithful preaching and godly living, to 
ſtir up, to provoke one another to love and good : 
works. 2 

1 promiſe 1 on this behalf, but in the ſafe 
and guarded accents of our Ordination Service—TI 
am come / zo do, the Lord being my helper. 
III. If the people, the pariſhioners at large, in- 
quire—Wherefore art thou come? I think I may 
anſwer them, in. addition to the authorities already 
mentioned—I am come, upon the warrant of your 
call, 

„Ordination Service, 1 n Ibid, 
| => +. + * ù dr” 
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„„ * 
Under God, and through the ſanction of wh un- 


der- ſnepherd, to whom your ſouls are primarily com- 
mitted, you have been rhe 1 heed bringing” 


— 


me here. 


The energy, perſeverance, and union of that great 


body of pariſhioners that have elected me—without 


any ſolicitation, canvals, trouble, or expence on my 


part, has been both the prevailing conſideration that 
has made me willing, and even deſirous to engage in 
this work; and given me a Fee that Ga wa 
| bleſs me in it. | 


My office, or commiſſion on which 1 am "ent; i is 


the miniſtry of the Goſpel, whereof the Apoſtle thus 


ſpeaks, 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2. * Therefore ſeeing we have this 


' miniſtry, as we have received mercy, we faint not. But 


have renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking 


in craftineſs, nor handling the word, of God ac 


but, by manifeſtation of the truth, commending our ſebves 


to every mans conſcience in the fight of God. 
Whence, as a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 hope, 


1. 1 am come to put away all artifice and diſſimu- 


lation, and to ſpeak always freely and ſincerely as in 


the preſence of God, ſeeking only to make manifeſt f 


the truth in the conſciences of men; not aiming at 
exalting my own authority, or extending my dun 


reputation; but, renouncing all ſuch views and mo- 
tives, to preach Jeſus Chriſt as the ſupreme Lord of 


his church: and inſtead of ſetting up myſelf as a 
maſter, or a pattern, declare Ls to be your ſer- 


#2 Cor, i ir. 1, 2. 


8 

5 g t 
Wi vant 

5 * 7 4 
PLES % . . 
Py , 8 . FF; 
— * 
; & 
£ = 4 2 


vant for the ſake of Jeſus ;* and deſirous, from a ſenſe 

of love to you, and duty to him, to be all things, fo 

far as I may, and to do all things fo far as I can, to = 
forward and promote your moſt important intereſts. 
2. I hope in coming to you, I may be enabled to 
fay, as the apoſtle Paul did * © 7 am determined to know' 
nothing amongſt you ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him cruci- 
fied.” And O! what a fund—what a rich maga- 
zine have I here to diſcloſe to you, when I bear teſti- 
mony to Chriſt as God, and to Chriſt as God-· man 
Emanuel—God with us !/—and herein, the dignity of ; 
his perſon ; the ſovereignty of his will; the wiſdom _ 
and ſtability of his counſels ; the immutability of his 
covenant ; the eternity and unchangeableneſs of his 
love ; the freedom of his grace; the ſuitableneſs of 
bis falvation ; the preciouſneſs of his blood; the ſuf- 
E \ ficiency of his atonement ; the completeneſs, as well 
| | as neceflity, of his alert eee to juſ= 
 tify believing ſinners; and the efficacy of his ſancti - 
fying and renewing Spirit to work in them that ho- 
liceſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
> Thefe are ſome out of many things pertaining te 
Jefus Chriſt, of which, by the help of his grace, I 
am to bear a 2 to the . of St. 
Leonard. 

And while I live upon this earth, may theſe 

things of Chriſt be ſhewn me by the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Comforter, and be the never ng theme that 


employs my _ 
Cor, ü. 2. 


11 ——_ , A Xx - — . 
% - 
III * 2 2 "Res _— Ca LY one, * 
2 - 22 RD n E F 


. oa + 7 


4 * n <4; 
- 


PR 
—_—— oF . 
84 
939 _ 


2 ln ery ů — ITE 
* * * 2 e P 


a —_. 
— N 


3: Another 


Y 
4 


1 . A, eee 2 ee 


_—— 


. » 
3. Another deſign on which, T hope, 1 am come, 
is to deal honeſtly and faithfully with you: neither 
to flatter nor to cenſure, nor comfort nor condemm, 
without a warrant from the word: 0 the ler 2 
to the teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according to this or 
8 is becauſe they have no. light in them; an 
ſuch cannot be as God's moutht, Tam come then 
do tell you, however amiable any amongſt you may 
| be—exempl ary—famed for works—revered for cha- 
rater—looked up to as patterns and examples— 
there is no ſalvation, no pardon, - no atonement, 
no juſtifying plea, no acceſs to God, no heaven, 
eternal W or glory, | but- . in 1 hs rigs 


Feſtus... 
The man lives not, char fine not. And to 47 


nothing of that original or birth-Jin, that, accerd- 
ing to God's word (and the articles of our church) 
entails eternal death on every man f that is bern 


into the world the actual ſin— the every fin— h 
leaſt fin, (if any fin againſt an infinite God can be 
deemed little) that a man commits, conſtitutes him 


| + ant Heir of wrath: and conſequently the foul that 
_ hath+ever ſinned, hath forfeited the life of the ſouly- 


is really and actually dead in a ſpiritual ſenſe 3 
hath loſt all title to the kingdom of heaven; and 
ſhall never enter there, if the word of God be 1 og 


but by Jeſus. 


There is no other name.” 1 you! will not come 


unto him, there is no reſt—no forgiveneſs—no peace 
5 Tea, ville 20. oF Jer. xv. 19. $Article ins. 


| C 1 EY 
—no real life. &« This + is the HP that God hath 
given to us eternal li ife ; and this life is in bis Son. Ille 
that bath the Son, hath life, and he that hath not the Son TA 
of God, hath not life. Nay, here are our Lord's own | 
words in proof of this: John, iii. 36. He that believeth 
on the Son, hath everlaſting life ; and he that believeth 
not the Son, ſpall not ſee li ors but the wrath of God 
abideth on him. | 
4. Andif I come as a faithful nals, 1 ple of 
firm, that faith is the channel through which this 
eternal life, and all the bleſſings of it are conveyed 
into the experience of them that poſſeſs it. And 
this faith, called the faiib of God's eleF, is not 
wrought in any, but by the operation and gift of 
God's own Spirit ;—that quickening and life-giving Þ} 
power, whoſe influences and inſpiration our church 
fo conſtantly implores, to enhghten and cleanſe our 
hearts : and without which, no man can ſee, be- 
Heve, or know him that is the way, the truth, and _ 
the life, No nan can Jay that Jeſus is the HOO 15 
| but by the Holy Ghoſt. | 
And laſtly on this head, in = 2g to the inquiry 
of the text, I come to glorify God, to humble ſelf, 
to win ſouls, to ſeek Chriſt's honour, not my own.— 
Do I?—Ah, my foul !—ſay I ought : for theſe are the 
true motives with which any, and every miniſter ought 
to come to a people. But truly when I look i into my 
heart, (conſcious as I am that my leading motives 
have a regard to theſe important objects, yet) l ſee ſuch 
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a mixture therein —ſo much of ſelf, the creature, and 


the fleſh, I dare not ſay what my motives are. 
God purge them for their impure and unwarrantable 
mixtures - pull down the idol, ſelf! Take thou 


my heart, ſet up thy throne there, and make me 


(for no power but thine can do it) obedient to the 
faith, and a faithful, humble, and affectionate meſ- 
ſenger of peace; the peace that n all en 
e to this people 


IV. But there are particular a Ee or orders 


of people, that may take up the inquiry of the text 3 


and from the reſpe& I wiſh to pay them, I put it firſt 


into the mouths of my ſuperiors, whether it be in 
age, or wealth, or ſituation, or ſtanding in life z—if 


any of them ſhall ſay, Wherefore art thou come? 


I hope I am come with a diſpoſition to give Honour 
to whom honour is due; but at the ſame time to re- 
mind them there are greater honours, better things, 


more durable riches, and more ſubſtantial bleſſings | 
to be obtained than this world can furniſh. © Ly 


not the wiſe man glory in bis wiſdom, neither «et the 
mighty man glory in his might, neither let the rich man 
glory in his riches ; but let him that glorieth, glory in this, 


that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, which exerciſe lov- 
| ing-kinaneſs, Judgment, and righteouſneſs in the earth ; 


for in theſe things I delight, ſaith the Lord. Where 
the knowledge of a God in Chriſt is not, and 


where Chriſt is not the portion of the heart, the 


whole world will profit _ 


| . Rom, xili. 17. P er. K. 237 24. 


c n 


— 


( 18 ) | 


But, while I ſhall endeavour to "IF reſpectfully 
and faithfully, let me ſpeak encouragingly to my ſu- 
periors amongſt you; for though the rich and affluent - 
have © good things here,” they are not, on this ac- 
count, excluded from ſpiritual and heavenly bleſlings ; 
and therefore I come not only to tell you that oft-told 
truth, © riches are a ſnare” “the root of evil; 

that they have a tendency to deſtroy, rather than ſave 
the ſoul; all this is true, and thoſe that iruſt in un- 
certain riches muſt eventually periſh ;—but T have au- 
thority to tell you, that grace can ſanctify even . 
wealth. Rich men are inſtanced in the Goſpel, and 
many honourable women too, who miniſtered to Jeſus 
Chriſt of their ſubſtance, and made friends to them- 
ſelves of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs. And in 
every age and period of the Goſpel there have been, 
and there ſtill are, many ſuch: — God grant that 

many ſuch inſtances may be found here! There is no 
condition in life that renders any man an exempt from 
the ſaving grace of God, if made willing, in the wy 
of his power, to embrace the Goſpel-call. 

2. But, perhaps, when T look down upon the 
broad aiſles of this noble building, I ſee more of the 
poor than the rich to ſpeak to :— Welcome this part 
of my charge! I willingly attend to your inquiry, 
% Wherefore art thou come -I am come, as God 
ſhall help me, to preach the Goſpel to you; to ſhew * 
you ſome of your beſt privileges ; to eſtabliſh ſome of 
your nobleſt rights ; to reconcile you (as far as the 
arguments of a Poor fallen creature can, from time to 

time 
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(9). 
fine in his miniſtry) to your futon; toſhew you, that | 
though you think yourſelves deſtitute, you have, if you 
are believers on the Son of God, more durable and ſter- 
ling riches than all the Indies can produce. the poor 
are rich in faith. Your privileges are greater than 
even ungodly monarchs can pretend to; for you, as 
the receivers of the Goſpel, are the ſons of God, and 
heirs of a kingdom that never can be ſhaken. Your + 
| eternal rights are, to eat of the tree of life; to call 
God your father, Chriſt your brother; take hands 
and holy fellowſhip with aff*the inhabitants of hea- 
ven, the general aſſembly of the firſt-born, and all the 
ſpirits of the juſt made perfect. O! what a glorious 
equality there ſhall be in the kingdom of heaven! 
There is no reſpect of perſons with God; and the 
beggar here, if a beggar for grace, 2 25 be HO up 
to ſhare the Redeemer's throne, _ 5 
But let me be faithful. Vou muſt be "hte in ſpi- 
rit ; poor in your own judgment ; poor in-a Goſpel 
ſenſe :—for with bodily poverty ſometimes a proud 
and lofty ſpirit dwells; and in the moſt abject, out- 
ward circumſtances ſome have rebellious hearts, that 
muſt be penetrated and ſoftened by grace, before the 
heavenly inheritance is theirs. 8 
3. My friends; — thoſe that have been Ne 
and partially ſo, in bringing me forward here, are you 
inquiring 2 muſt anſwer you in the wiſe accents of 


oO wicked man, Lo now [ am come unto you, have 1 | 


* Num: Ait, 58. | 
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How any power af all to fay any thing, fave zhe wed 

Foe putteth in my mouth * by 
If I prove worthy of your kind exertions, 1 ſhall. 

You know 


what the Pſalmilt ſays, Let the righteous * mile me, it 


all be a-kinaneſs :—=and. let Bim reprove me, it ſhall. 


be an excellent oil, which ſhall not break my head.” 1 


muſt not * heal the + hurt of the daughter of my peo- 


ple ſlightly “ but, like a ſkilful ſurgeon (if God gives 


me ability to do ſo), ſearch the wound, before the 


balm. of the Goſpel is applied. 
Let me come then, and may grace enable me! to 


return your friendly labours and endeavours to place 


me here, not merely with empty and unmeaning 


thanks, but with honeſt truths, labours, prayers, 
watchfulneſs, and tears for the care and welfare of ſuch 


of your ſouls, as ſhall open mon ſorrows and their 
ſores to me. 5 


And O! what a 50 return thall yau. receive, it, ; 
through the inſtrumentality of my poor adminiſtra- 
tions, the cup of ſalvation ſhall indeed be tendered, 
and the bleſſed hope of eternal life be given, to ſuch 
of you as ſhall put yourſelves within the ſphere and 
influence of my teaching, with the Holy init power 


attending the feeble effort. 


4. But now—as for mine enemies we am not con- 
ache of having made one by any overt · act of mine; 


+ Jer, viii. 1 r. 


* Psa. cxli, 5. 


yet, 


{ 


„„ 
yet, in an : af-mbly of ſome donna it may be 


that there are ſome that have at leaſt withheld their 
countenance, from the warrantable motives of par- 
tiality to another, and from unacquaintedneſs with 
myſelf. I will put the queſtion into their mouths, 


Wherefore art thou come? 

© Becauſe the Lord hath Men it fs 1455 I 
han come with back wardneſs and reluctance: and 
during the agitation of paſt events, I have often 
wiſhed to withdraw; but God and honour forbade 
retreat. And now, at length (with few n 
Lam come by general conſent. 

And as to the huſineſs, or errand; I am upon, id 


u wih defis (debbes bat, I truſt, will be ſeconded 
with endeavours),. to conciliate your affections; to 
convince you, if any have hated or oppoſed, they - 


have hated and oppoſed without a cauſe; to ſhew: 
you that I love peace—will preach for peace will 


pray for peace; — that I am defirous of being a meſ- 
ſenger of uſefulneſs, of comfort, of ſympathy witle 


you in all your afflictions; and, by a ſteady and! unĩ- 
form ſtriving, to live down all your prejudices, to 
: forget every unkindly impreſſion made, and to pee 
in the exerciſes of love amongſt yo. 
And may that God, who is all- ſufficient, kts me 


in theſe intentions; and, through his bleſſing on my 
labours, make me, yea, and my brother Lecturer too 


(if it is his will), the e and inſtruments of your 


* 2 


ſouls eternally ial i 212 ann 1 1 
| | + Bear 


= „„ 
5. Bear with me yet a little longer, while I put tlie 
inquiry into the mouths of daring guilty ſinners, if 
there be ſuch amongſt you. They may be ſuppoſed 
to ſay, Wherefore art thou come to torment us 
before the time? Art thou come to alarm our fears; 
to diſquiet our feaſts; to terrify our ſouls; to open 
the mouth of the pit, and level all the artillery of hell 
upon our poor unhallowed heads? No, no, poor ſin- 
ners, not altogether ſo : ſeaſonable alarms and whole- 
ſome terrors may ſometimes be needful ; for the ſoul 
that lives and dies in unbelief, impenitency, and guilt | 
unpardoned by the blood of the Lamb, muſt miſcarry 
everlaſtingly. But for this time, at leaſt, I touch a 
fofter ſtring : ſweet mercy, the darling attribute of 
heaven, is my theme I come to bring you good 
E . tidings of great joy: pardon, pardon for the guiltyz 
reconciliation with God for rebels, through the me- 1 
rits and death of that Jeſus that died, © ſuffering be | 
juſt for the unjuſt,” to bring finners unto God; who 
died to make an atonement for their tranſgreſſions, 
and to ſeal their peace with his blood I come to 
bring you gifts of love, overtures of grace, and pro- 
miſes of glory for the greateſt ſinner here, that is now 
made willing to come unto God through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Come then, ſinners, come ſee the true character of 
God—that God whom you have blaſphemed—the 
God whom you have hated ; come ſee him as a 
God, forgiving fin through the mediation of his Son. — 
This is a point of view, in which the vileſt may look 
. i | | God 
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God in the face, and not die. Come then, blows 


ſinners, come and taſte of his graciouſneſs, who ſays, 5 


601 came not to call righteous perſons, but ſinners, to 
repentance.” | 


Sinner, believing ſinner, whoever thou art, he fags | 


185 to thee, © I have * blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy tranſ- 


greſſions, and as a cloud thy fin ;, return unto me, for I have. 
redeemed thee.” —God pour the comfort of ſuch a word 
as this into the heart of every conſcious en 


inner before me this day! 

6. But are there mourning finners here 2 —ſelf- 
condemned, contrite, ſorrowing, penitent believers ? 
And are they anxious to know what my errand is to 
them? . Let me refer them to the beginning of 
Ila. Ixi. where Jeſus ſays, I am anointed” (and 
every Miniſter that comes in the grace, the name, 
and the power of Jeſus Chriſt, may ſay the ſame in a 
meaſure) ; © zbe Lord bath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; be hath ſent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening the priſon to them that are bound ; to comfort 
all that mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in 


Zion beauty for aſhes; the oil of joy for mourning, the 


garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of beavineſs, that they 


might be called trees of righleouſneſs, the ad of ihe 


Lord, that be might be glorified.” 


7. Should any here reſemble theſe /rees well planted, 
LO” - men faved by grace, and producing the fruits of | 


» Isa. Xlir. 22. 
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Eran to the Moby of God 3—1 gay, a are there con · 
firmed and eſtabliſned believers here, inquiring, 
„ Wherefore art thou come? Why, under God, * 
fuppoſe, © becauſe you have prayed for me. And all 
can come with to you is, the © recommending 0 
fill to keep the good old way.“ - One thing let me 
remind you of, with a view to my being a gainer by 
you: as Apollos, through the expoundings of Aquila 
and Priſcilla to him more perfectly the way of God, 


_ whilſt ſojourning with them, was made an inſtrument. 
of Helping them much who had believed through grace * ; 


fo (though I have not'the eloquence of Apollos, nor 
his might in the Scriptures) may my coming in and 
out amongſt you be, to the furthering my own know- 
ledge and underſtanding of the things of God, and 
the mutual edification and comfort of both you and 
me! . 0 085 
In the mean time, I can only repeat the thing 1 
have hinted, Go on ;—and God help you to do fo! 
Go on, believing ſtill on Jeſus Chriſt ; ſtill building 
upon that tried ſtone ; ill truſting the ſufficiency of 
the Redeemer's work; ſtill living upon him, and re- 
ceiving + out of his fulneſs, from day to day; ; and en- : 
joying him in all his covenant relations and engage- 
ments, in a more increaſed communion with him, | 
and in a more growing likeneſs 70 him. And, if you 
have ever prayed for the poor unworthy Miniſter now 


* Acts, XVI, 242 28. - F John, 1. 16. | 
- 5 before 


Lo 


* 4 . 25. bl ; oe 


: before you, pray Kill. He needs prayer more cas 17 
ever; that, being come amongſt you, he may nat 


come in vain: nor can any of you expect a bleſſing 
on your paſtors, or even paſtors at all after God's 


oven heart, without a ee Oy them at a a 


| ef grace. 


And now, in een 1 me take the 8 


5 of the text into my own mouth, and addreſs it to this 


congregation—Wherefore are you come to St. Leg» 
nard's, Shoreditch, this afternoon? Is it to ſee a reed 


ſhaken with the wind? To: hear the words of a man ? 


To gratify curioſity: on the opening of a miniſtry ? 


To depreſs the Miniſter with an aſpect of diſcourage- 
mentor lift him up with vain and undeſerved.com- 
mendation? Theſe are poor motives, exiſting in the 
breaſts of ſome; but I nene better e of many f 


amongſt you. 
You will, however, now and at all times, 40 well, 


all of you, to ſearch your hearts, as to the motives 
with which you attend on the preaching of the word, 
and thoſe that miniſter therein. For the hearers of the 


Goſpel are as liable to betray Chriſt (if his uphold- 


ing grace is wanting) as the e of it: take 


- beed, therefore, how ye bear. 
There is one ſtriking idea St. Paul gives 5 Mini- 


ters, in the ſecond chapter of his ſecond epiltle to 


the Corinthians, and the fifteenth and ſixteenth verſes, 


with which I conclude : © We are unto God a feet = 


_ _ of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them 


bat . To the one, we are the Javour of death ' 
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